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Mr Zawartko, Vice President: Building an integrated gas market requires
implementation of an ambitious investment plan
“Building an integrated natural gas market in the Central and Eastern Europe region is one of the main objectives of the European energy policy and
determines the development of gas transmission systems in the member states” said Artur Zawartko, Vice President of GAZ-SYSTEM, during the
“Polish Gas Hub” panel during the European Economic Congress in Katowice on 14 May 2019.
According to Mr Zawartko, the development of the national transmission system, including two-way interconnectors, contributes to building the integrated and
competitive gas market in the region: “Taking advantage of the geographical location of Poland, our system could play a transit role.” He also emphasized that
in order to establish the EU’s internal natural gas market we, first of all, need changes in directions and sources of supply.
The Vice President indicated that the natural partners for GAZ-SYSTEM in the integration process were transmission system operators from the Central and
Eastern countries and the Baltic Sea region: “The infrastructure projects implemented and planned by us in the gas sector, such as the Baltic Pipe project,
extension of the LNG terminal in Świnoujście, FSRU in the Gdańsk Bay or cross-border connections with our neighbors, mean that Poland meets all
requirements for security of supply and resistance to gas crises.
”He emphasized that Poland had market tools to enable the establishment of the regional gas distribution center, and “One of them is the GSA platform
established by GAZ-SYSTEM in 2014, used to reserve capacity in interconnector points at the borders of neighboring countries.” This is an IT tool enabling
transmission system operators to offer capacity via auctions pursuant to EU law. He added that “This solution is already used by GAZ-SYSTEM or
transmission system operators in the Czech Republic. This is a ready solution which may also be used by other operators, including those from the Central and
Eastern Europe region.”
The “Polish Gas Hub” panel was also attended by i.a. Tomasz Dąbrowski, Deputy Minister of Energy and Paweł Jakubowski, President of Polskie LNG.
The “Global LNG Market” panel was attended by Sławomir Sieradzki, Gas Market Development Division Director in GAZ-SYSTEM, who discussed a
strategic prospect of the LNG market development in Poland, related to the extension of the LNG terminal in Świnoujście and planned construction of the
floating terminal. “Projects related to LNG are the response to growing demand for gas in Poland and guarantee additional supplies in this part of Europe,
independent from one dominating supplier of this raw material.”
The panel also included Piotr Naimski – Polish Government Plenipotentiary for Strategic Energy Infrastructure, Žygimantas Vaičiūnas – Minister of Energy of
the Republic of Lithuania, Dominique Ristori – Director – General for Energy in the European Commission, and Paweł Jakubowski – President of Polskie
LNG.
***
The European Economic Congress (EEC) in Katowice is a three-day program of debates, meetings and accompanying events with more than 9,000 attendees
from Poland, Europe and the world. The 2019 Congress took place from May 13 to May 15. Nearly 150 sessions were attended by a few hundred panelists, as
well as EU commissioners and representatives of the European governments, presidents of the largest companies, scientists, experienced professionals and
experts who influence economic and social life. Talks are carried out within opinion-forming groups, as an open public debate, regarding the most important
issues for the development of Europe. The European Economic Congress has been recognized as a forum of one of the most representative discussions about
the future of Europe.
More information about the European Economic Congress

GAZ-SYSTEM is a strategic company for the Polish economy. It is responsible for the transmission of natural gas, manages the most important gas
pipelines in Poland and owns the President Lech Kaczyński LNG Terminal in Świnoujście.
As part of the 2015-2025 investment programme, GAZ-SYSTEM is constructing over 2000 km of new gas pipelines in the western, southern and eastern
parts of Poland. Over a dozen new gas pipelines are under construction within the North-South Gas Corridor and the compressor station in Kędzierzyn Ko
źle, as well as interconnections with Lithuania and Slovakia. Onshore gas pipelines are planned to connect the planned FSRU floating terminal in the Gulf
of Gdansk with the national transmission system. The LNG Terminal in Świnoujście is also being extended, as a result of which the regasification capacity
of this facility will be increased by more than a half.
The company is also implementing one of the most important infrastructural projects in the country - the Baltic Pipe project which consists in the
construction of a two-way offshore gas pipeline connecting Poland and Denmark, expansion of the local transmission network and three gas compressor
stations.
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